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October 29, 2026
BCH receives no infrastructure grant funding as local healthcare needs remain
Hospital clarifies why federal rural health funding does not replace the proposed two-year levy
Boundary Community Hospital applied for Idaho’s 2026 Rural Health Transformation infrastructure funding. As part of the application process, BCH formed a committee to develop, evaluate, and thoroughly review the application before submitting it for consideration. Despite these efforts, BCH was not selected for an award, leaving the critical projects outlined in its application without support from this funding source.
The decision comes as community members ask whether rural healthcare funding associated with the federal legislation commonly called the “One Big Beautiful Bill” eliminates the need for BCH’s proposed levy. It does not. BCH pursued the grant and the levy to address separate needs. Both were needed before the grant decision, and those needs remain today.
The infrastructure grant application sought funding for specific critical projects. The proposed maintenance and operations levy would provide $1.5 million annually for two years to support emergency services, hospital infrastructure and continued access to local care, as outlined in the levy proposal. Even if BCH had received its requested grant funding, that award would not have replaced the levy. Likewise, the levy was not proposed to take the place of the projects submitted for grant funding.
Funding announced for rural healthcare nationally is not the same as funding available to Boundary Community Hospital. The Rural Health Transformation Program provides funding to states over five years, but it does not guarantee an award to every rural hospital. BCH received no funding in this infrastructure grant round.
Hospital leadership is seeking additional information from the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare and the Idaho Hospital Association to understand the selection process. Among its questions is why projects similar to those BCH requested received funding at other hospitals while BCH’s requests were not funded.
The decision also comes amid continuing financial pressure on rural hospitals nationwide. In its October 13 report, the American Hospital Association warned that workforce shortages, inadequate reimbursement and other financial pressures increasingly threaten access to care in rural communities. More than 40% of rural hospitals operate at a financial loss, according to the report.
For Boundary County residents, these challenges concern the availability of emergency care, nearby treatment and hospital services when patients need them. The existence of a federal grant program does not resolve the ongoing costs of maintaining that access.
BCH is committed to pursuing every available funding avenue to protect access to care in Boundary County. The hospital applied for infrastructure funding, is seeking answers about this round’s decision and will continue pursuing future grant opportunities. The proposed levy is one part of that broader effort, addressing separate needs from the projects submitted for infrastructure funding.
Future grants remain possible, and BCH will continue working to secure them. But potential future awards cannot be counted as funding available to meet today’s needs. The grant decision leaves BCH’s requested projects unfunded through this round. It does not change the separate needs behind the proposed levy.
Community members can learn more at www.boundarycommunityhospital.org.  
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